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Executive Summary

The Prevention and Elimination of Cassava Mosaic Disease Project is a project according to
the cabinet resolution on 24 September 2019, aimed at interrupting the cycle of cassava mosaic
disease by eliminating diseased cassava plants and tobacco whiteflies, and raising awareness
among farmers about cassava mosaic disease and the guidelines of prevention and elimination of
cassava mosaic disease. The Department of Agricultural Extension is the main responsible agency
to work with the Department of Agriculture, the Ministry of Commerce, the Ministry of Finance, the
Ministry of Interior, the Bureau of the Budget, and the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives. The Office of Agricultural Economics is responsible for monitoring and evaluating the
project results to assess performance, outputs and outcomes of the project, the perception,
satisfaction and opinions of farmers and other stakeholders in the project, and to analyze the

economic impacts from cassava mosaic disease.

According to the evaluation results, when considering the first phase of the project in all
11 provinces, it found that there was a cumulative area of 435,381.75 rai of cassava mosaic disease,
which significantly increased comparing with 45,400 rai of cassava mosaic diseased areas according
to information issued on August 28, 2019, that is the target area for eliminating diseased cassava
plants of the project. At present, diseased cassava plants have been destroyed according to the
project's conditions by the methods of landfill and pouring herbicide, bags / sacks loading and
drying, and chopping and drying, 115,763.75 rai of diseased cassava plants, more than 70,363.75
rai or 154.99 percent of the target area. The income compensation was paid to the 2,413 farmers,
in the amount of 74,074,716 baht in 24,691.57 rai of cassava mosaic diseased areas. The economic
impacts of cassava mosaic disease were the expected loss of cassava production 1,175,084 -

1,468,855 tons of cassava, or 2,107 - 2,634 million baht.

The results also showed that farmers gained knowledge of cassava mosaic disease
increased from a low level (score 2.16) to a high level (score 3.86) and able to apply knowledge
for farming practices at a high level (score 3.75) in field survey, disease protection and
surveillance, the correct elimination of diseased plants, and cassava growing by using
non-diseased varieties. However, farmers can switch from cassava plantation to other crop

plantation in epidemic areas in moderate level (score 2.63) because most of the cassava
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plantations were located in outside irrigation areas. Therefore, there was a water shortage for

switching to cultivate other crops.

The satisfaction in the overall project found that the farmers were satisfied at a high level
(score 4.18) because farmers recognized that government was concerned cassava farmers and
the country's cassava industry, especially public relations and raising awareness about cassava
mosaic disease and facilitating cooperation in project participation. However, farmers were
satisfied with the speed of income compensation for cassava growers at a low level (score 2.31)

due to the delay in the process of paying income compensation.

The key recommendations were that farmers should be aware of disease protection and
surveillance as well as to cooperate in solving the problem of cassava mosaic disease. Also,
government should build a network of community leaders to support official staffs in managing
and solving the disease problems, plan for the elimination of disease plants in the epidemic
areas to cover all plots at the same time, and provide non-diseased cassava varieties for farmers.
The transportation control of cassava variety should be implemented immediately since cassava
mosaic disease was found in order to prevent the disease from spreading to other areas. Also,
crop replacement should be promoted in order to interrupt the disease cycle for preventing
repeated outbreaks. Additionally, information system for managing database of farmers
participating in the project should be improved by linking to the database of farmers registration

in order to speed up the operation process of the project.

Keywords: Cassava, Cassava Mosaic Disease, The Prevention and Elimination of Cassava Mosaic

Disease Project, Project Evaluation
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UAIUIUN 180.00 - - - -
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80% 100% 80% 100%
1 mﬁyauq? 505,227.59 353.00 1,004.50 2,643.04 3,303.80 5.02 6.28
2 m‘wauﬁ: 270,246.41 60.00 60.00 154.94 193.68 0.29 0.37
3 AUALINYS 598,572.00 502.00 1,033.00 2,674.23 3,302.79 554 6.92
4 YDULAY 336,012.31 480.75 480.75 1,232.26 1,540.32 234 293
5 RQ]’UVIU“% 13,467.90 81.50 81.50 221.42 276.77 0.38 0.48
6 QUTINT 84,161.40 1,813.00 6,530.50 19,016.82 23771.02 34.99 4374
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